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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

In a telephone conversation with Mr. Hines on 2/27/04, the following 
changes were agreed upon, which changes placed the application in condition for 
allowance: 

Claim 26 has been cancelled and new claim 31 substituted therefore: 
-31 . A method of packaging foodstuffs having a liquid element and a solid 

element, said liquid element comprising dissolved gases, the method comprising the 

steps of: 

placing said liquid element in a first container, said first container having a 
volume of at least twice the volume of said liquid element; 

placing said first container, containing said liquid element, in a cavity of a 
vacuum packer; 

evacuating said cavity containing said first container with said liquid 
element therein by means of a vacuum pump to remove a substantial proportion of the 
dissolved gases from the liquid element; 

combining said evacuated, degassed liquid element with said solid 
element of the foodstuff in a second container for a vacuum packing process; and 

vacuum packing the combined liquid element and solid element in said 
second container; 

wherein no heat is applied to the liquid element during the packaging 

process.-- 
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In claims 27-30, line 1, "26" has been changed to read - 31 -; 
The title has bee changed to read --Method For Vacuum Packaging Liquid 
Containing Foodstuff- 
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